Male Circumcision E-Consultation week 1 Questions

1. Please introduce yourself to the group: Name, location, what you do and any other thing that you render relevant.

I am Samira Hassan from Hargeisa, Somaliland (break-away country from Somalia since 1991 but not yet recognized by the international community), and I work voluntary as a youth activist in my community since an early age, I also worked with different international agencies like Amnesty International, Human Right Watch, Oxford University department of International Development especially Refugee Studies Center, World Vision, ADRA, UNDP and Academic of Peace and Development in Somaliland. I graduated from Hargeisa University Faculty of Business Administration. I have a post graduate diploma in Journalism and Mass Communication from Virginia University.  
2. a. What do you understand by Male Circumcision (MC) for HIV prevention? 

Male circumcision is practiced widely in my country as a Muslim country because it is known that male circumcision is an act pertaining to the Firtrah (pure human nature). In I personal believe after going through many Islamic documents and listened to many scholars that it MC prevents HIV and other urinary tract infections.  It is said that a medium for bacterial growth and further spread of infections is provided by the fecal material trapped between the foreskin and glans of the penis, infections usually begins in the foreskin which becomes swollen and difficult to retract. 

What do young people in your community think about it?

They think it is a must that they should go through and as I said it is widely practiced. 
     3.a. Is MC acceptable in your community? 

MC is accepted by my community traditionally and the religion approve of it. 
b. What are the possible Barriers?

As far as I know there is no existing barriers because they practice of MC is accepted both the government and the community.

c. What are the advantages to build on while rolling out MC in your community? 

Since communities and religious groups and the government are 100 percent supporting this preventive measure, hope they can be used to be examples in other countries. 

